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W

hen I attended UNI, and for decades after,
there was no class ring to symbolize our

school. Six years ago, however, a committee
of UNI students and alumni designed the first-ever

official class ring.
The committee chose three motifs for
this custom-crafted ring, elements based
upon UNI's most cherished traditions
and history.
The Campanile, which for many is the most
memorable symbol of our school, stands for the
university's rich traditions. Our founding date, 1876, is
featured as a tribute to our history.
Finally, the word "LUX," the Latin word for light, is
engraved on the inside of the ring. This word has been
the centerpiece of the university's seal since it was first
created in 1876, remaining constant through all name
changes. It's included as a reminder of UNI's constant
and consistent dedication to educating students who
will serve as the light of the future.
In this issue, you'll read about what some alumni
have done and are doing to take that light, that
spirit of service, out into the world and how the
commencement message of first lady Michelle Obama
matched UNI's most valued mission.
Whether or not we wear a UNI ring, its
representations of traditions, history and symbolism
continue to remind us to live its
meaning.
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UNI announces new College of
Humanities, Arts and Sciences

A

The College ofHumanities,
Arts and Sciences brings
together students in (top
to bottom) theatre, math,
chemistry and (right)
languages and literatures.
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fter more than a year of
discussion and reorganization,
UNI has combined the College of
Humanities and Fine Arts (CHFA) with
the College ofNatural Sciences (CNS).
"There is a synergy with these
two colleges that lends itself well to
collaborative efforts," said Cliff Chancey,
professor and head of physics, and cochair of the transition committee.
,, In light of significant budget cuts
from the State of Iowa over the past few
years, the university began reviewing
cost containment options. Since July
2008, state appropriations have been
cut by 23 percent or 23 million dollars.
One of the top recommendations from a
UNI budget task force was the merger of
colleges.
According to Gloria Gibson, UNI's
executive vice president and provost,
"The decision to restructure was
actually the result of a confluence of
circumstances, not just one single
isolated event. However, at the heart of
the merger is the belief that from two
colleges can emerge a strong, innovative
and creative unit. The new college will
have increased efficiency, but most
important, will help forge a stronger
university for all."
Joel Haack served as dean of both
colleges for 2010-11, and will stay on as
the inaugural dean
of the new College of
Humanities, Arts and
Sciences (CHAS). The
new college will teach
more than 40 percent
of the credit hours at
UNI and employ more than 40 percent of the
faculty members. This is the first time that
colleges have been combined at UNI.
"The humanities, fine arts and
natural sciences represent great areas for
University of Northern Iow a %~

interweaving knowledge and
creativity," said Gibson. "As
the complexity of our world
intensifies, our students
must think critically across
disciplines to seek solutions to
issues we cannot even fathom
today. The interdependent
nature of the human
experience will only continue
to intensify."
"The spirit of CHFA and
CNS lives on and will serve
as the foundation of the new
college," continued Gibson.
"The new college can provide
leadership for revisions of the
Liberal Arts Core, promote
new areas of collaboration,
and bolster our creative and
academic curricular areas."
Chancey sees the
partnership as a strong
commitment from UNI to the
classic bedrock of a university
education. "Through this
merger, UNI has re-emphasized
the importance of liberal arts
and sciences. Everything we
hear from the business sector
says these areas are important.
By having such a college, we're
saying we think these areas
are important for university
students now and into the
future."
For more details on the
new college, visit
www.uni.edu/chas. UNI

Co lege of Humanities,
Arts and Sciences
From art to physics to
theatre, the College of
Humanities, Arts and
Sciences at the University
of Northern Iowa offers
a host of dynamic majors
in the arts, humanities,
mathematics, sciences and
technology. CHAS majors at
UNI enjoy the best of two
worlds: the advantages of a
large university with a variety
of programs and the latest
technology, as well as the
benefits of a private college
with small classes and close
connections to faculty. CHAS
professors are committed
both to teaching and
providing opportunities for
student-centered scholarship
in the humanities, research
in the sciences, and
performance and creative
activities in the arts.
Departments include:
art, biology, chemistry
& biochemistry,
communication sciences and
disorders, communication
studies, computer science,
Earth science, industrial
technology, languages and
literatures, mathematics,
philosophy and world
religions, physics, the School
of Music and theatre. There
are four interdisciplinary
programs: environmental
programs, humanities,
science education, and
women and gender studies.
The new College of
Humanities, Arts and
Sciences:
• will enroll one third of
UNI's students in its
majors and programs.
• will teach 40 percent of
the student credit hours of
the entire institution.
• has more than 70 majors
in 14 departments and
4 interdisciplinary
programs.
• will teach the majority
of the courses in UNl's
Liberal Arts Core.

Fa1t2 0 11

Notable alumni include:
Patrick Esser
8.A. '79 Individual Studies
M.A. '82 Communication
President of Cox
Communications, Inc., a
multiservice broadband
communications and
entertainment company
serving more than six
million residential and
commercial customers.
Esser currently serves as
chair of the National Cable
& Telecommunications
Association.
Sheri Greenawald
8.A. '68 Music
Recently received an
honorary degree from UNI,
and is a professional singer
who has performed major
leading operatic roles under
the world's most famous
conductors in the most
prestigious opera houses
and concert halls around
the globe. She is currently
director of the San Francisco
Opera Center.
Guang Jin
M.A. '92 Technology
D.I. T. '95
Global manufacturing
engineering manager for
the tractor platform at
Deere & Company. Her
experience includes key
leadership roles in quality
management, enterprisewide ERP process/system
implementation, operation
management, global
supply management and
manufacturing engineering
at Deere & Company.
John Talley
B.A. '74 Science
Invented the stomachfriendly painkillers Celebrex
and Bextra in the 1990s,
now sold by Ptizer. He
was recently named chief
scientific officer of SARmont,
a St. Louis-based medicinal
chemistry startup.
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Alumna combines spirit of adventure with international business savvy to help underprivileged

K

risti Philips, B.A. '11, is one ofUNI's
newest alumni. She's also someone
who arguably made the most of her
college career.
During her four years at UNI, Philips
double-majored in economics and Spanish,
studied abroad four times, served an
internship for a semester in Des Moines,
did an undergraduate research project and
an honors thesis, plus studied Portuguese
on the side. And in her spare time, she was
active in the Economics Club, the Swim
Club, worked as a personal trainer at the
WRC, and trained for a variety of races,
including a marathon.

Philips may not have slept much
during her time at UNI, but all those trips
abroad helped her discover her passionhelping the underprivileged in developing
countries.
"I took my first trip abroad the
summer after my freshman year," said
Philips. "To improve my Spanish, I spent
the summer studying in Arica, Chile. Life
there was a huge culture shock." She was
stunned to see grown men making their
living by selling single band-aids and used
toothbrushes in the downtown area. "How
can you survive doing that?" she said.
"Living in Iowa, I never saw that stuff."
Her trip was full of ups and downs, but it
left her curious to learn more about other
cultures.
"Beyond improving my language skills,
8

I think that my understanding of how the
world operates and how others interpret
reality had a great impact on me," she
shared.
The next spring, she went to Oviedo,
Spain for a semester. It was a huge change
from Chile, and the best semester she could
have imagined. "I lived with a single host
mom and she instantly became a 'real' mom
to me," said Philips. Her Spanish improved
vastly as they spent hours conversing and
she loved discovering the culture of Spain.
But it wasn't until she traveled to
Nicaragua with her Capstone class in May
2010 that Philips had a true defining
moment. The course offered the perfect
combination of Spanish and economics, as
they explored the socio-economic realities
of Central America. It was then that Philips
began to see the potential difference that
she could make.
"We spent two weeks living and
working with the people in the poor,
mountain community of Siares, and I was so
touched by the friendships I made there,"
said Philips. The class helped paint a church
and a kitchen at the school, did crafts
with kids and visited businesses in the
area to learn about the challenges of doing
business in Nicaragua.
"The most touching moment was when
I was giving computer lessons to a group of
fifth grade students. They had never seen
a computer in their lives, and we had a
donated laptop that we took to the school,"
she said. "One of the little boys typed,
'Kristi es mi amiga mejor' (Kristi is my best
friend)."
Inspired, Philips decided to use her
academic background to learn more about
economic development in Latin America.
With support from both the economics
and Spanish departments, Philips set
up an independent study to work with
a fair trade, organic sewing cooperative
called Zona Franca Masili. One of the
University of Northern Iowa%~

businesses she had visited on her first trip
to Nicaragua, the sewing co-op was built
from the ground up by a group of women
after Hurricane Mitch destroyed the area in
1998. With no business backgrounds and
limited education, the cooperative group
was missing the basics of how to make the
most of their potential.
Using the skills from her UNI business
education, Philips researched the fair trade,
organic industry, compiled materials on
basic business strategies and sent out a
market survey to other fair trade companies
in the U.S. She reached out to potential
clients and distributors for Zona Franca
Masili and developed additional ideas on
expanding their business. Once the full
business plan was finalized, she traveled
back to Nicaragua to live and work with the
cooperative members as their intern for two
weeks.
With no English-speaking workers,
the co-op members were using online
translators to communicate with potential
clients. During Philips' stay, she was able
to facilitate three large orders for them.
She spent much of her time translating
contracts, emails and phone conferences
with current and potential buyers.
Combining her Spanish and economics
knowledge, Philips was able to help the
cooperative enhance productivity and
create more outlets for its products.
"It was an awesome way to learn
more about their business practices, the
challenges of the trade and the kinds
of sacrifices the workers have made to
make their dreams a reality," Philips said.
"I couldn't have done it without the
support of the university." She received
one of the first scholarships for social
engagement from the College of Business
Administration, which helped fund her
travel back to Nicaragua.
"Kristi is fearless without being
foolish," said Lisa Jepsen, associate
Fa1t2011

professor of economics at UNI and Kristi's
adviser. "She's smart and savvy and has
a spirit of adventure that I admire. You
couldn't get me to do half of what she's
done already!"
Upon completing her UNI career in
May, Philips was accepted to New York
University (NYU) where she is working on
her master's degree in Latin American and
Caribbean Studies.
"In classic Kristi style, she headed off
to Brazil in August for a short-term course
before the fall semester at NYU even began,"
said Jepsen. "She's an amazing person.
She's going to bring business savvy to the
problems of the developing world."
Philips ultimately plans to lead shortterm study abroad courses in Latin America,
focusing on economic development.
"It's not easy to step into the
unknown, but it's how you get the most out
of your years in college and can discover
your true passions," Philips said. UNI

Zona Franca Masili production floor.

Philips and Robyn Odegard (B.A. '11) with two of the
cooperative members, Maria Elena and Julia.
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Passion for teaching lasts
throughout the years
fter 40+ years of teaching, FrankAlhelm, B.A. '49, M.A.
63, is still a passionate advocate for education. He might
ave slowed down a bit since his early days as a gogetter, but his conviction still rings in every conversation about
teaching. "Remember, I'm 85 now. I get up in the morning and
have to put on a nametag to remember who the heck I am,"
Frank joked.
His journey has led him from Cedar Falls to Mason City,
to Minnesota, to New Mexico and finally to Arizona-a long
and winding road that leaves behind decades of experience
and thousands of students filled with enthusiasm. Frank's
wife Beverly Schear Alhem, 2-yr Cert. ' 49, B.A. '61, has been
with him every step of the way. Between the two of them,
they've accounted for more than 70 years of teaching, four
children and 65 years of marriage.
As they look back on a lifetime of service and
education, they are proud of the difference they've made.
From her hometown of Hampton, Beverly went to the
Iowa State Teachers College (now UNI) in the early' 40s to
become a teacher. "I've always liked children," she shared, "and my
mother was a kindergarten teacher."
"We met in a course called Art Essentials,"
Frank reminisced. "It didn't take us long to make
up our minds about each other." Beverly was
18; Frank was 20. Soon, the couple married and
settled into the exciting life of Sunset Village, the
optimistic name given to the conglomeration of
Quonset huts and barracks buildings that were set up
to house the plethora of married servicemen attending
UNI on the GI Bill.
"In our shack, the windows were all installed
backwards," Frank said. "So whenever it rained,
Beverly and I would run home to try and catch all
the leaks." Despite the leaky windows and snow
that blew in under the baseboards, the Alhelms
enjoyed their time. Frank built a front porch on
their shack with s,crap lumber left over from
projects in the Art Department. "Her folks were
f .- 11
sure that we would starve, so every weekend
they brought a big bunch of vegetables to our door," he said.
Times were hard, but Frank and Beverly were both committed to
achieving their goals. They took turns working while the other one
went on for a degree. Beverly taught at New Hartford while Frank
finished his bachelor's degree in art education, then the couple
moved to Mason City. "It was one of the most enjoyable times in our
lives," Frank said. He worked at Roosevelt Junior High, while Beverly
10
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taught across the street at Roosevelt
Elementary.
"I miss those junior high schoolers,"
Frank said. "They never did anything
normally! They had to do it all large."
"The first time I taught art, it
finally gave me the chance to close the
door and just teach the kids, not the
administration," Frank said. Frustration
with bureaucracy and the education
system in general would eventually lead
Frank to achieve his Ph.D. in education
and inspire a life-long endeavor to change
the system. "At first I was cynical about
teaching, but as I saw the kids' problems,
I realized they were just like mine when
I was growing up," Frank said. "I became
committed."
"We tried to do something more as
teachers," said Beverly. Whether it was
volunteering with activities outside the
educational system or championing the
use of technology in the schools, the
Alhelms strove to make a difference.
Moving to St. Cloud, Minn., to teach
at the college level, Frank saw a clear
need for art to move in a new direction.
He worked across departments to create
the first graphic design major at St. Cloud
State University (SCSU), then continued
his battle to introduce computers into
the program. "The administration could
only see them for math and science, but
computers are very creative tools," he said.
By the time he left, there was a roomful of
computers and SCSU had the distinction
of being the first of any state university to
incorporate computers into their graphic
design major, according to Alhelm.
"You can't stay where you are as a
teacher," Frank said. "You have to go out
the door and see what they are doing in
the real world and then bring it back to the
classroom."
On sabbatical from SCSU, Frank and
the family moved to Albuquerque, New
Mexico, to finish his doctorate. Frank
was inspired by the cultural diversity in
the area. "I thought back to when I was a
youngster and had a friend, Frankie," he
said. "He was a Sioux Indian. We used to
look at the Dick and Jane books together
and laugh, because they always showed
/-alt'2011

"You can't stay where you
are as a teacher. You have
to go out the door and see
what they are doing in the
real world and then bring it
back to the classroom."
the kids with
shoes. He
never wore
shoes!" His
doctoral
dissertation
focused on the
lack of support
for bi-cultural
education, and
the problems
with the
imagery used
in schoolbooks
for the Navajo
Nation.
Back in
Minnesota,
Frank would
spend
almost 30 total years at
SCSU, leaving graphic design as the most
popular major in the fine arts college. At
home, music was a constant companion as
Beverly taught piano and organ for many
years while their four children grew up.
Eventually, the Alhelms retired to
Mesa, Ariz., where they currently reside
at Fountain of the Sun, a retirement
community. Beverly found the seniors
there too complacent for her liking,
and organized them into Pilates, yoga
and walking groups for 80-year-olds. "I
taught kindergartners; well, seniors are
just kindergarteners with longer legs,"
she confided. Now she keeps busy with
computers and bridge club.
'Tdjust like to tell everyone to please
do the things you would like to do early,
because when you retire, you have no
time!" Beverly said. • UNI
11

"When am I ever going to need this?"

•
g1ng.
need
ings I could
bring into my
envi onmental
science class
that kids really

B.A. '81)

Fa&2011

-A familiar complaint for teachers everywhere,
struggling to make students understand the real-world
implications of their education.
Now, with help from an innovative program led
by UNI, teachers are happy to answer that question.
The Real World Externship Program for Teachers of
Mathematics, Science and Technology is a unique
collaboration between middle- and high-school teachers
and local businesses that aims to make classroom
education relevant and exciting.
The brainchild of the Iowa Math and Science
Education Partnership (IMSEP), the program creates a
win-win situation that allows teachers to work for six
weeks during the summer at a partnering business in
their community. The teacher gains authentic, realworld experience in the fields of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM), while the
business gains a productivity boost from the fresh
perspective of a math or science expert.
The program began in 2009 with 10 teachers. Three
years later, it has already received grants totaling more
than $1 million and expanded to 50 teachers per year.
"I really found the entire experience eye-opening
and challenging,'' said Tom Boheman (B.A. '81), science
teacher at Gladbrook-Reinbeck High School and a 2009
externship participant. He was partnered with the Black
Hawk County Conservation Board, where he designed a
Web page and worked in the field. "I experienced things
I could bring into my environmental science class that
kids really enjoy."
In addition to the exposure to various methods of
conservation, Boheman also made a variety of contacts
with people in the field that he can use in the classroom.
"It gave me the connection that I could give back to kids
who express an interest in the outdoors,'' he said.
"It really inspires you, what these teachers are
doing,'' said Jeff Weld, director of IMSEP. IMSEP
matches the teachers and businesses according to their
Jennifer Brown B.A. '04, chemistry teacher
Cedar Rapids Kennedy High School
Extemship at Rockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids
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Iowa faces a critical shortage of teachers in the fields
of science and mathematics. According to the Iowa
Department of Education, in 2008:
• 16 new physics teachers graduated in Iowa, while 101
became eligible to retire.
• 38 new chemistry teachers graduated, while 115 could
retire.
• 84 biology teachers graduated, while 185 current
teachers could retire.
• 120 new math teachers graduated, while 214 could
retire.

Craig Hemsath, M.S. '07, biology
teacher
LaPorte City Union High School
Extemship at Black Hawk County
Conservation

John Chai, physics,
earth science and
science ed teacher
Des Moines North
High School
Extemship at Des
Moin

interests and needs , and asks the externs to blog about their
experience. "Businesses get wonderfully talented people
thinking in unique ways when they get to the shop floor or
the business office."
The Real World Externship Program is a keystone
program for IMSEP, but only one of many projects keeping
them busy.
Created in 2008 by a mandate from the Board of Regents,
State of Iowa, the Iowa Mathematics and Science Education
Partnership is charged with identifying, supporting and
expanding existing professional development and studentexperience programs while developing new efforts where
opportunities and needs exist.
"Our three main goals are first, to increase production of
quality math and science teachers," said Weld. "Next, to help
improve the performance and interest of K-12 kids in math
and science, and finally, to build collaborative networks and
bridges across STEM stakeholder groups."
"These are huge objectives to try and make a dent in,"
said Tonja Richards, the communication and marketing
specialist for IMSEP. As an inter-university effort, IMSEP
works in partnership with Iowa State University and the
· rsity of Iowa, though they are headquartered at UNI.
timately, UNI is known for education," Richards said.
"Having that as a grounding part of this is a major part of why
IMSEP has been so successful."
Another keystone program, called Iowa-Teach
Mathematics & Science, takes on the challenge of recruiting
new teachers into the STEM fields. A tuition-free exploratory
seminar is offered to interested freshman , sophomores and
transfers who have declared math or science majors, or are
undecided. It walks them through "the good, the bad and the
ugly of teaching," according to Weld.
If a student is interested enough to declare a teaching
major the next semester, they can compete for scholarship
dollars. Once in the program, students are exposed to
internships with youth agencies around the Cedar Valley to
either solidify their desire to work with children, or help them
xealize they weren't meant to . "Either way, we want them to
find out early," said Weld.
The first Iowa-Teach seminar was held in 2008 at UNI. Of
the 12 students who participated, three of them have recently
graduate and ar now in the teaching field. In addition,
statistics across the Regent universities are encouraging.
"The number of science teachers-to-be that are present
in our universities has gone up by 22 percent since we began
the program," said Weld. "The math teachers are up 63
percent. The real question is, will we graduate that number?
We are intent on monitoring these kids to make sure they
persistin the program and graduate into Iowa schools."

Visit www. iowamat cience. org to learn more about these and
other IMSEP programs. UNI
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UNI Announces 2011 Athletics Hall of Fame Class

T

he University of Northern Iowa has
announced a class of six individuals and
one team as the 2011 inductees into the
UNI Athletics Hall of Fame.
The 2011 class will be inducted Sat.,
Nov. 5, prior to the UNI football game vs.
Youngstown State. The ceremony will take
place at 11:30 a.m. following a luncheon in
the McLeod Center.
The 2011 Hall of Fame class includes
former head men's golf coach Ken Green,
former women's basketball player Allison
(Starr) Pohlman, former pole vault national
champion Jacob Pauli, former swimming
All-American Kevin Meacham, former
wrestling All-American Gary Steffensmeier,
and Chris Edginton, the recipient of the Dr.
Jitu D. Kothari Meritorious Service Award.
The 1989-90 UNI men's basketball team
will be inducted as well.
Ken Green was the
longest-tenured golf
coach in the history of
UNI, serving as the men's
head coach from 19711995. During his time
leading the program, UNI
saw several of the most significant
individual and team accomplishments in
school history. Green led the Panthers to
four appearances in the NCAA Division II
Championships, and in 1976, he guided
UNI to an eighth-place finish - the highest
national finish in school history.
Allison (Starr) Pohlman
was one of the best allaround players in UNI
women's basketball
history, competing for the
Panthers from 1996-2000.
After being named to the
Missouri Valley Conference All-Freshman
Team in 1997, she was a three-time MVC
first team selection over the next three
seasons. In 2000, she was named the MVC
Defensive Player of the Year after recording
one of the finest individual seasons in UNI
history.
16

Jacob Pauli is the most
decorated pole vaulter in
the history of UNI's
storied track & field
program. He earned a
total of five All-American
citations-three indoor
and two outdoor - over his career, and in
2001 he captured the NCAA indoor national
title in the event. Pauli claimed six
Missouri Valley Conference championships
in the pole vault, earning him a spot on the
MVC All-Centennial Team. Following his
successfut
career at UNI, Pauli made an
,,.
impact on the national scene, finishing
fifth at the 2008 Olympic Trials and being
selected as an alternate for the United
States team at the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing, China.
Competing from 1974-78,
Kevin Meacham was an
All-American in each of
his four years swimming
for the Panthers. As a
freshman in 1975, he
swam on the 800-yard
freestyle relay team that claimed sixth
place at the NCAA Division II
Championships. During his time at UNI,
Meacham helped the Panthers to four
consecutive North Central Conference
(NCC) team titles and was named the NCC
Most Outstanding Swimmer in 1976.

Christopher Edginton
served as director of the
School of Health, Physical
Education and Leisure
Services (HPELS) at UNI
from 1991 to 2010. As
director of HPELS, he
advanced the relationship between the
academic community and Panther
athletics. The public/private partnerships
he nurtured resulted in Cedar Valley Sports

Medicine's development of an on-site
clinic, which has given UNI's studentathletes direct access to physicians,
rehabilitation programs, x-ray and MRI
technology beyond anything UNI's peers
can compete with. Edginton is the founder
of the nationally award-winning Camp
Adventure Child & Youth Services program
that has grown worldwide since its
establishment in 1985.

The 1989-90 UNI men's basketball team recorded several milestones on its way to
becoming one of the most successful teams in school history. That season, the Panthers
defeated 20th-ranked Iowa in front of 22,797 fans in the UNI-Dome for their second win ever
in the all-time series with the Hawkeyes. In the NCAA Tournament for the first time in school
history, the 14th-seeded Panthers knocked off No. 3 seed Missouri, 74-71. The team's overall
record of 23-9 stood as the best mark in the Division I era until the 2009-10 season.
1989-90 UNI Men's Basketball Roster: Jonathan Cox, Steve Deering, Brad Hill, Cam
Johnson, Brian Jones, Cedrick McCullough, Edward Madlock, Terry Merfeld, Troy
Muilenburg, Maurice Newby, Chris Nuss, Nick Pace, Steve Phyfe, Kent Pollpeter, Jason Reese,
Scott Socha and Dale Turner.
Head Coach: Eldon Miller
Assistant Coaches: Kevin Boyle, Kevin Lehman, Samuel Skarich
Graduate Assistant Coach: Mark Ackerman
Student Assistant Coach: Nick Nurse
Managers: Chris Rowles, John McGovern, Henry Huddleson, Brenda Lewis and Steve Nixon
Athletic Trainer: Terry Noonan

Gary Steffensmeier
wrestled for UNI from
1988-92, earning AllAmerican honors at 150
pounds in each of his final
three seasons. He claimed
his highest national finish
as a sophomore in 1990 when he took
second place at the NCAA Championships,
and he followed up with fourth-place
finishes in 1991 and 1992. Steffensmeier
concluded his career at UNI ranked No. 4
all-time in wins, holding a career record of
115-29-3.
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UNI named
finalist for
Presidential
Award for
•
serV1ce
The University of Northern
Iowa is one of 11 colleges and
universities, and the only college in
Iowa, to be recognized as a finalist
for the Presidential Award in the 2010
President's Higher Education Community
Service Honor Roll, the highest federal
recognition a college or university
can receive for its commitment to
volunteering, service-learning and civic
engagement. This is the third year UNI
has made the Honor Roll and the first
year it has been named a finalist.
"This is a great honor for UNI and
a strong example of our commitment
to community engagement as outlined
in our university strategic plan," said
Ben Allen, UNI president. "Our faculty,
staff and students perform a variety of
community service activities related
to education, business and community
causes, especially those that serve highneed communities."
UNI has been named to the honor
roll since 2008. Honorees are chosen
based on a series of selection factors
including the scope and innovation of
service projects, the extent to which the
school offers academic service-learning
courses and measurable community
outcomes.
The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS) admitted a
total of 641 colleges and universities
for their impact on issues from literacy
and neighborhood revitalization to
supporting at-risk youth. Of that total,
511 were named to the Honor Roll; 114
received the recognition of Honor Roll
with distinction; 11 were identified
as finalists; and six received the
Presidential Award.
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University of Northern Iowa
reaccredited by Higher Learning
Commission
The Higher Learning Commission
(HLC) has reaffirmed the University
of Northern Iowa's accreditation for
a 10-year period that runs through
2020. The commission's action follows a
comprehensive self-study by the university
and a three-day site visit by a 10-member
review team last November.
Colleges and universities use an
accreditation process to evaluate their
educational programs for continuous
quality. Once accreditation is granted,
or in UNI's case, reaffirmed, it assures
students and prospective students that
an institution's academic programs
meet nationally recognized standards.
Accreditation also offers the following
advantages:
• An accredited institution can apply for
federal grants , loans and other federal
funds, including research funds.
• Students at an accredited institution
are eligible for federal (and in some
instances, state) grants and loans.
• Students at an accredited institution
can transfer credits to other accredited
universities.
• Employers and graduate school
admissions committees may look more
favorably upon students who earn a
degree from an accredited institution.

• Employers that offer tuition assistance
are more likely to reimburse employees
for courses taken at an accredited
institution.
"Reaccreditation is the highest
endorsement a university can receive,"
said UNI President Ben Allen. "I want to
thank all the faculty, staff, students and
community members who participated in
the process. We owe this excellent news to
everyone's hard work and f'1r delivering
the outstanding educ,ational experience
that makes UNI the leader it is."
Every 10 years, UNI conducts a selfstudy in preparation for reaccreditation
by the HLC , an arm of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools
(NCA). The university first received NCA
accreditation in 1913 as a teacher training
institution and has been continuously
accredited as a four-year institution since
1930.
The HLC is one of six regional
accrediting agencies recognized by the
U.S. Department of Education. The
commission is responsible for the
accreditation of colleges, universities and
other institutions of higher learning in the
North Central region, which.includes 19
states.

Be a part of the UN I tradition
with the Official UNI Class Ring.
To wear t he Official UNI Ring is an honor and symbolizes
the link between all Panthers and the rich traditions at
UNI.
Order your ring t oday at
unialum. org/ official;ring-program
or call 1-866-225 -3687

UNI
Association
I
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UNI hosts world championship of
intercollegiate solar boat racing
The University of
r-..:.._._.,··:~~ ........~~~-~.tt·~"'t~~-.
.
Northern Iowa hosted
the 2011 Solar Splash
World Championship
of Intercollegiate Solar
Boat Racing for the first
time, June 8 through
June 12, at George Wyth
State Park. This year's
event was one of the
largest, with 21 teams from four countries participating.
After the four-day event, Cedarville University 1n Ohio was declared the new
Collegiate World Champion of Solar Boat Racing. The University of New Orleans placed
second, Istanbul Technical University of Turkey placed third and UNI placed fourth.
Reg Pecen, UNI professor of industrial technology and adviser to UNI' s solar boat
team, was pleased with this year's event. "Visiting team members as well as Solar Splash
officials were very happy to have the competition in Iowa," said Pecen. "They were very
impressed with the well-organized preparations."
Additional UNI awards include third place in the Solar Endurance category and Best
Visual Display.
For more information,
visitwww.cns.uni.edu/ eboat.
.. ~...

..

7

,.

Above: Executive Vice President and Provost
Gloria Gibson (purple shirt) chats with
members of the Turkish team.
Right: UNI team captain Hannah Loan
displays her Purple Pride.
Below: The UNI team readies their boat.
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UNI selects name for new apartment complex
"Panther Village" is the name of the University of Northern Iowa's latest apartment
complex. Phase I of Panther Village, which includes room for 204 students, is under
construction and will be ready for occupancy in fall 2012. Most of the apartments are
designed for four students in single bedrooms sharing living, dining and kitchen space.
Phase II, which will include room for 246 students, will be ready for occupancy in fall
2013.
Campus residence halls and ROTH apartments and suites are home to 4,127 students
in ten communities. The number of sophomores, juniors and seniors returning to oncampus communities is rising.
"This name embodies UNI pride and a sense of
community for the new apartment complex south of
Redeker Center. The residence community project was
initiated to diversify housing inventory to meet needs
of current and future students who are looking for a
different level of independence in their housing while
retaining all the academic an social advantages of
living on campus," said Michael Hager, assistant vice
president for student affairs and executive director of
residence.
Meal plans will be optional for residents. Dining
delivery systems in Redeker are being evaluated to
assess the potential for expansion to serve additional
students in Panther Village who may choose to
purchase a meal plan.
The project webcam is linked to the DOR Web page
under "What's Happening" at www.uni.edu/ dor.
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Foundation Update

National Steering Committee members who attended the campaign kickoff

Imagine the Impact
Alumni and friends from across the nation have joined together to support the
University of Northern Iowa's Imagine the Impact campaign. Under the leadership of cochairs Mark Oman '76 and Bev Riese '78, the campaign has raised more than $132 million
for scholarships and programs.
Many thanks to all those who are making an impact on the future of UNI students
through their support for the campaign. Among those who have helped Imagine the
Impact succeed are the members of campaign's national steering committee:
Steve Anderson '88
Senior Vice President
Waddell & Reed
Kansas City, Kan.
Michael R. Armbrecht '90
Site Finance Lead
Honeywell
Phoenix, Ariz.
Debora Blume '94
Assistant VP, Communications
Wells Fargo Mortgage
West Des Moines, Iowa
Carol Bodensteiner '72
Consultant
Des Moines, Iowa
Rich '69 & Dee James '69
Rich, Financial Advisor
Wells Fargo Advisors
Dee, Fundraiser
Center for Active Seniors
Bettendorf, Iowa
Bill Kimball
President
Kimball-Porter Investments
Johnston, Iowa
John Krueger '72
Vice President
West Coast Air
El Cajon, Calif.
Jon '71 & Sarah '70 Lancaster
Jon, President & CEO
Lancaster Motors
Sarah, Community Volunteer
Madison, Wis.
Doug '72 & Rosie '72 Lindaman
Doug, Operations Manager

?=alt'2011

United Supplies
Rosie, Special Education
Teacher
Ackley, Iowa
Margaret '54 & Jake '53 Michel
Owners
Richmond Hill Inn
Greensboro, N.C.
Michael '92 & Jacqueline '93
Mrosko
Mike, Strategic Initiatives
Leader
GE Fleet Services
Jaci, Worship Coordinator
Excelsior Covenant Church
Chanhassen, Minn.
Francis L. Pardoe
Retired, John Deere Operations
Cedar Falls, Iowa
David ' 78 & Cindy '91 Peters
Dave, CEO, Peters Construction
Cindy, Volunteer
Panther Football Office
Waterloo, Iowa
Carline & Thomas '66 Phillips
Thomas, retired Community
Investments Director
Pioneer Hi-Bred International
Carline, retired Professor
Drake University
Waukee, Iowa
Jim '72 & Sharon '70 Scherbring
Jim, retired General Casualty
Co.
Sharon, retired teacher
Marana, Ariz.

Stephen A. '67 & Linda Segebarth
Senior Vice President
Saint-Gobain Containers
Indianapolis, Ind.
Kevin E. Steere '69 & Sara A.
Schroeder
Both retired Guy Carpenter &
Co.
Kooskia, Idaho
Rick & Lynne Stinchfield
Retired
Pagosa Springs, Calif.
Deborah S. Vangellow '86
Director of Instruction
Sweetwater Country Club
Sugarland, Texas
Barbara Western '65
Elementary Teacher
Waterloo, Iowa
Bobbie L. Williams '86
Retired Lt. Colonel, US Army
Delray Beach, Fla.
TimothyV. Williams '71
CFO, Blackbaud
Charleston, S.C.
Eileen '80 & Robert '80 Youds
Robert, Industrial Engineer
Medtronics
Eileen, COO, Pearson VUE
Osseo, Minn.
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John Deere + Classic Upward
Bound = Hope For the Future

Andrew Paige and
JyLeahia Horton

Juan Martinez

24

"Dream big dreams and work to
make them happen," says Mickye
Johnson, director of Classic Upward
Bound.
John Deere is investing in big
dreams for youth like JyLeahia
Horton, Andrew Paige and Juan
Martinez. These three high school
students attend East High School
in Waterloo during the academic
year. Last summer, they received
a jump start to their school year
through the Classic Upward Bound
program held at the University of
Northern Iowa.

For six weeks during
the summer, JyLeahia,
Andrew, and Juan,
along with 57 other high
schoolers, participated
in Upward Bound. The
program recruits firstgeneration, low-income
participants from the
Waterloo School District
who show potential to
earn a baccalaureate
degree. Students live on campus
and attend classes from 8 a.m.- 5
p.m.
"Homework is the most
challenging for me," said Juan.
"Teachers push us to the max to
show us what college will be like.

Mickye is always pushing us, telling
us to keep trying. He tells us we
might be the one to find the cure
for cancer or AIDS."
Andrew is working toward
his dream of conducting research
on a boat off the coast of Cape
of Good Hope in Africa while
studying great white sharks. He has
already completed all the science
requirements for graduation.
"Biology was a little too easy for
me . Because
of Upward Bound, I
..,
added a chemistry class that would
challenge me more, and I was still
learning from both."
Andrew added, "If I couldn't
participate in the program, I
wouldn't get help with my writing,
which for me is a big thing. I
couldn't maintain a 3.8 GPA for
this long without help. Also, I'll be
taking the ACT test and that will be
paid for."
"Upward Bound has turned
my life around," said JyLeahia.
"I almost got kicked out the
first year. But last year I was
shocked to win 'Most Outstanding
Student' because of my grades and
performance in the classroom.
"Mickye taught me how to
speak up and get my voice heard.
Now, I want to help others find
their voice. If I couldn't be in
Upward Bound, it would be the
worst thing ever. I wouldn't have
anything to do. These summer
classes realty help prepare me for
my high school classes. My life
wouldn't be the same without it."
With four years experience in
Upward Bound, JyLeahia offers this
advice to future students, "Come in
with a blank mind, ready to learn.
Don't come with attitudes; come
ready to change."
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Professorship helps
UNI gerontology
program grow
Eshbaugh awarded Adele Whitenack
Davis Professorship in Gerontology
"Elaine Eshbaugh is a rising star in
her field, so we were excited that she is
the recipient of the Davis Professorship in
Gerontology," said Howard Barnes, director
and associate professor, applied human
sciences, College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences.
According to Eshbaugh, the funds
will help in publicizing the gerontology
program and in recruiting students. She
said, "Currently, we offer the only four-year
gerontology degree in Iowa. Within Iowa
and across the nation, there is a shortage
of individuals to care for our aging Baby
Boomer generation. This professorship
allows me to promote careers in aging to
potential majors both on and off campus.
"I want to use my position to get young
people excited about working in the field
of aging, and I want UNI to be synonymous
with undergraduate gerontology education
across the state."
The Adele Whitenack Davis
Professorship was established through a
gift made by Susan Davis and Sherry Davis
Kleinman in honor of their mother. Adele
Davis and her late husband, T. Wayne
Davis, both served as trustees of the UNI
Foundation
and were
loyal
supporters of
UNI.

Foundation Update

TUI
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Of TUI
run~I
A Financial Seminar for Wome
University of Northern Iowa
Maucker Union Expansion

SEPTEMBER 27, 2011
8:30 A.M. - 3 P.M.
Pre1entf'd by
The Women's Philanthropy Council
of the University of Northern Iowa and
Uni ersity of Northern Iowa Foundation

Guest speaker: Margaret May Darnen,
noted financial consultant, speaker and
author of Women, Wealth & Giving: The
Virtuous Legacy of the Boom Generation.
A financial seminar for women

presented by the Women's Philanthropy
Council of the University of Northern
Iowa and University of Northern Iowa
Foundation.
To register or for more information,

Elaine Eshbaugh, Ph.D.,
recipient of the Adele
Whitenack Davis Professorship
and Sherry Kleinman, daughter
ofAdele Davis.
/-a/t'2011

contact the UNI Foundation at
319-273-6078 or visit
www.uni-foundation.org.
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Newf
Pep Rally, Panther Pride Cry Finals and
Fireworks Finale
9 p.m., Outside McLeod Center

Campaniling
11:45 p.m., Campanile

Saturday, October 8

Panther Pacers 5K Cross Country Run
8 a.m., West of the UNI-Dome
UNI Swimming & Diving vs. Iowa State
10 a.m., Glen F. Henry Pool

Panther Festival
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWAfS HOMECOMING

Friday, October 7
Purple Pride Day
Show your UNI spirit by wearing your
school colors!

Alumni Golf Outing

11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Corner of College St. and West 23rd St
Interactive exhibits, murals, inflatable
games, food and fun!

Alumni House open for visitors
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
.,,. •
Alumni Hospitality Suite Open House

Volleyball vs. Bradley

2-3:30 p.m., Alumni Suite, McLeod Center
A general gathering space for alumni and
friends. Cash bar available.

7 p.m., McLeod Center

Football vs. Indiana State

Soccer vs. Cal State Bakersfield

4 p.m., UNI-Dome

11 a.m., Pheasant Ridge

7 p.m., Cedar Valley Youth Soccer Complex

www.uni.edu/homecoming

UN I African-American Alumni Reunion
Homecoming 2011, October 7-8
The University of Northern Iowa will celebrate diversity
and the accomplishments of African-American alumni and
students with a formal reunion at Homecoming. A committee
of alumni and students has stepped forward to work with
the UNI Alumni Association, the Office of the Executive Vice
President and Provost and the academic colleges to host a
variety of events on October 7 and 8.
Did you know that Iowa's first African-American school
principal was UNI graduate Walter Cunningham '66? The first
African-American student body president at UNI was Pernell
Cezar, Jr. '10, who has gone on to be a business analyst with
Target Corporation. Charisse Brown Gillett '84 was recently
named president of Lexington Theological Seminary. These
accomplishments and so many more will be celebrated in this
first formal reunion. Additional newsletters and events are
also in discussion. If you did not receive the event invitation,
please send an email to info@unialum.org in order to be
added to future mailing lists.
Detailed reunion information can be found at www.unialum.org/ AAReunion2011.

African American Alumni Reunion Committee: Carl Boyd '87, Olivia Cezar, student, Rachel Marshall
Clay '04, Jonathan Cox '91, Skylar Mayberry-Mayes, student, Barbara Harper Norman '74, Ashley
Nunn '07, Office of the Executive Vice President & Provost, UNI Alumni Association
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19405
'43 Phyllis (Williams) Sondergard, West
'43 Elaine (Shannon) Train,
Branch, Helen (Pearson) Paine, Letts, &
BA, MA '63 , is proud of her alma
Dolores (Meyer) Kotz, Clear Lake, all 2-yr '43
mater and her family's UNI legacy.
Her mother graduated from UNI
classmates, continue a round-robin letter begun
in 1918, her sister graduated from
- ~ , . _ 68 yrs ago. Friends Norma (Jorgensen) Stock,
UNI in 1943, and her son graduated .._ . _:;:...- ~- 2-yr '43, (deceased} , formerly of Charles City,
from UNI in 1972. They live in
~--=-.,.:>~- Darlene (Westerman) Brinkman, 2-yr '43
Clearwater, FL.
'49 Frank H. Alhelm, BA, MA
'63, & Beverly (Schear) Alhelm,
2-yr Cert. '49 , BA '61 , now of

Mesa, AZ, celebrated 65 years of
marriage 8/25/2011. Beverly, an
elem. teacher, and Frank, PhD,
a professor at St. Cloud State
University, retired from lifelong
teaching careers with a combined
70 years experience. They are the
parents of four children.

19505
' 50 Ardeth (Bennett) Kocourek,

BA, Martin, SD, is moderator of
the Synod of Lakes and Prairies
of the Presbyterian Church and
part-time commissioned lay
pastor for churches in Martin and
Tuthill, SD. She is an officer of the
Bennett County Retired Teachers
Association and local DAR chapter.
'50 Floyd Oglesby, BA, of
Grand Rapids, MI, was inducted
posthumously into the Battle Creek
Central. MI, High School Hall of
Fame in April 2011.
'50 Pat (Martens) Shepard, &
Richard Shepard '51 , of Freeland,
WA, have given up skiing but
continue to spend their summers
in Sun Valley, ID. They have two
daughters in the Seattle area and a
son in the Sun Valley area.

~ ·so Jeanette (Woodcock)
Winegarden, BA, & spouse James
Winegarden, BA '50, MA '58,
have moved from Cedar Falls to
North Liberty to be near family,
and celebrated 63 yrs of marriage
8/22/2011.
'51 Lila (Groteluschen) Jensen,
2-yr Cert. , retired after teaching
32 years and loved it. Since
retirement, she and her husband
are very active in community

~ .,.,~ ~ ~ · (deceased} , formerly ofRolfe, and Loris Greene
~..... •• ~ Walker, '43 ISTC student, Carmichael, CA, are
-£ ~ . ~- - former participants.
'<--t:

~
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life and pay attention to what is
happening at UNI! She lives in
Audubon.
~ '52 Elly (Stettler) Leslie, BA, of

San Diego, CA, was inducted into
the UNI School of Music Jazz Hall
of Fame in April 2011. Additionally,
she published a memoir titled "Now
Let's Go Sin."
'55 Phyllis (Gregg) Smith, BA,
taught English for many years, from
1950 to 1984, before retiring. She
lives in Omaha, NE.

'56 Lee Thomson, BA, MA '59,
Cedar Falls, is enjoying retirement.
He enjoys the many athletic and
music events at UNI, playing
trombone in the New Horizon Band
& the Cedar Rapids El Kahir Band,
and swims five times a week.
'57 Constantine Tgiros, BA, Grand
Rapids, MI, was inducted into the
Battle Creek Central High School
Hall ofFame in April of 2011.

19605
'60 Norman Wolfe, BA, attended
his 50th reunion and graduation
exercises and was impressed with
the fabulous new buildings on
campus. He is retired and has 28
grandchildren. He lives in Menlo.

~ '61 Duane Nevenhoven, BA,
MA '71 , of Aplington, was inducted

into the Iowa High School Golf
Coaches' Hall ofFame after 22 years
of coaching and is an inductee
into the Iowa Girls High School
Athletic Union Basketball Coaches'
Hall ofFame. 48 of his 50 years in
education were at Aplington.
'62 Roger Bohning, BA, MA
'66 , now resides in Springfield,
MO, where he enjoys golf, the
milder winters, and access to his
grandchildren in the Kansas City
area.
'65 Larry Park, BA, retired from
Fisher Controls, where he was a
systems analyst for 28 years. He
also taught math at Marshalltown
High School from '67-'80. He was
a sports writer for the Waterloo
Courier '66-'67; served on the
College Eye student newspaper
for three years, and was executive
editor in '64-'65. Larry is married
to the former Nancy Horak. They
have two children, Kim and Jeremy,
who also live in Marshalltown.
~ '66 Karen (Ballard) Avey, BA,

Lubbock, TX, retired from teaching
in May '11. She taught special
education for 34 years in Salt Lake
City, UT, and Lubbock, TX, and
received numerous awards from

About Class Notes
Class Notes are compiled from information sent in personally by
alumni or submitted via news release to the Alumni Association
office. If you would like to share your news, go to www.unialum.
org/ submit-class-notes.
Names listed in purple are Alumni Association members. Names
that begin with a ~ are Lifetime Alumni Association members.

10 and still going ...
UNI is honored to have two 103-year-old alumni still reminiscing
about their days at the Iowa State Teachers College. Marval Wilma
(Fee) Williams, 2-yr Cert. '28, BA '32, resides at a care center
in Oelwein. Floyd Ellson, Ed Splst '67, lives at home with his wife
Lucille Ellson, 2-yr. Cert. '37, BA '66, in Orlando, FL. Know of
other oldest alumni? We'd love to hear about them. Let us know at
~ ni.edu.

1-;.&2011
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Chemistry alumnus
receives 100th patent
Steve Heilmann, BA '69, was recently
honored as the sixth person in 3M history
to receive his lOO'h issued US Patent
assigned to 3M. "Steve is one of the preeminent industrial organic and polymer
chemists in the world," said Fred Palensky,
executive vice president and chief technology officer at 3M.
His major research areas range from electro-organic chemistry
to synthetic organic chemistry, organosilicon chemistry,
photopolymerization reactions, PSAs, reactive polymers,
azlactone chemistry and enzymatic syntheses. Heilmann,
retired from 3M, currently works as a research associate at the
University of Minnesota Biotechnology Institute.
'--------------r--------------i

her school, Lubbock-Cooper ISD,
Texas Tech University, and from
the National Council for Leaming
Disabilities.
'67 Thomas Ervin, BA, is editor for

the journal of the National Earth
Science Teachers Association.
He has recently been elected
as president elect for the Iowa
Academy of Science. He lives in
Le Claire.
'67 Dr. DudleyE. (Skip)

Farrell, BA, Omaha, NE, retired
as audiology unit manager and
student supervisor of the audiology
service at the Department of
Veterans Affairs (DVA) Medical
Center after 311/2 years of service
to the DVA, 26 of those years as a
clinical audiologist.
'67 Mark Gibson, BA, Dubuque,

retired from the Dubuque County
Highway Department after 25 years
as an engineer technician. He had
previously served in Vietnam as an
engineer advisor; taught science
for 6 years; and then earned a
B.S. in civil engineering from the
UW-Platteville in 1981, which led
to a job in the construction of the
Dubuque-Wisconsin Bridge.
'68 Vicky (Parson) Poole, BA,
Clive, retired June 30, 2011, as

principal of Valley High School in
West Des Moines.
'68 Donald Sabin, BA, retired from
John Deere Product Engineering
Center in Waterloo.
~ '69 Linda (Wayland) Davis, BA,

MA '70, of Moorhead, MN, retired
after 36 years as a speech/language
pathologist, most recently
employed in Moorhead, MN.
~ '69 Marcia (McKown) Hummel,

BA, MA '73, Lake View, is currently
an adjunct in history at Iowa
Central Community College, after
more than 25 years teaching in
middle schools and high schools.
She is a member of the steering
committee for the Geographic
Alliance of Iowa.
28

'69 Dorothy (McWilliams) Sheller,
BA, MA '79 , retired from many

years in education as a teacher
and AEA special education work
experience coordinator. She lives
in Eldora.
'69 Nancy (Foster) Wagoner,
BA, of Maquoketa, retired from
teaching May 2011. Her last
position was as a third grade
teacher at Briggs Elementary
School in Maquoketa.

19705
'70 Gary Burke, BA, of Waverly,
retired from State Bank & Trust
Company after 37 years as senior
vice president and cashier.

'71 Carol (Blaisdell) Allbaugh,
BA, MA '82, & Robert Allbaugh,
BA '70, MA '80, are now living in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where
Carol is director of program &
training for Peace Corps volunteers
in Cambodia.
'71 Gary Lindsay, BA, of Cedar
Rapids, retired June 2011 after 40

years teaching at Kennedy H.S.
where, for the last 25 years, he
advised the student newspaper
and other publications. He was
re-elected spring 2011 as north
central regional director of the
Journalism Education Association,
and will continue to work as JEA
mentor for Iowa.
'72 Jennifer (Denger) Kreitlow,
BA, of Clarion, retired early in June
2010 after 36 years of teaching
at Clarion-Goldfield Elementary
School.

Conservation and Policy at
Michigan State University. He and
spouse De Ann (Carstens) Porter,
BA '73, moved to East Lansing in
late summer 2010. He spent 32
years on faculty at SUNY Syracuse
teaching, conducting research
relating to wildlife ecology &
developing a field station in the
Adirondack Mountains.
'74 Rosemary (Campbell) Geiken,

BA, MA '92, EdD '10, completed
her doctorate at UNI and accepted
a position as assistant professor in
early childhood at East Tennessee
State University in Johnson City, TN.
' 74 JoAnn M. Herrmann, BA,
ofDes Moines, retired from the
State ofiowa Insurance Division,
Securities Bureau after 35 years of
service.
'74 Judy (Porter) Jordan, BA,
recalls her year:l"at UNI were some
of the happiest of her life! She lives
in Iowa City.

'74 Rosemary (Nosbisch) Mabeus,
BA, retired from teaching in the Mt.
Pleasant Community Schools last
May. She had taught Title I Reading
there since she graduated from
UNI. She lives in Winfield.
'74 Diane Olson Schroeder, BA, of
Humeston, retired from teaching
after 35 years of service in 2009.
She attained National Board
Certification in 2000. She is the
associate pastor of Corydon United
Methodist Parish.

'75 Kristin (Lorenz) Ostrander,

BA, MA '77, retired in 2010 from
the Waterloo Community Schools
and is now teaching part-time at
Wartburg College in Waverly. She
lives in Waterloo.
' 76 Merlin Nuss, BA, of Shawnee

Mission, KS, was hired by Bank of
America as vice president - change
manager in Overland Park, KS, after
working at Bank of America as a
consultant for 18 months.
'77 Joy (Insko) Darling, BA,
retired in 1994 after 23 years in
elementary education and remedial
reading. She taught in Pomeroy and
Belmond. She lives in Tucson, AZ.
'77 Lorrie (Lambert) Etheredge,
BA, teaches French at Stephen
Hempstead High School in
Dubuque. She lives in Peosta.

~ '73 Bruce Bernard, BA, of
Urbandale, received the inaugural
Better Together Award from the
Greater Des Moines Community
Foundation for his work with the
Urbandale Community Action
Network.

~ '77 Connie King , BA, of
Davenport, is an English teacher
and publications adviser at
Bettendorf High School. She
earned her MS in instructional
design technology May 2011 from
Western Illinois University.

'73 William (Bill) Porter, MS,
recently accepted the first Boone
and Crockett Chair of Wildlife

'77 James Ostrander, MA, retired
in 2009 from John Deere after 36
years. He lives in Waterloo.
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Architecture Association names UNI
alumnus as executive director
The Board ofDirectors of the American Institute
of Architects, Iowa Chapter is proud to announce
that Ben Hildebrandt, BA '89, has been selected
as the new executive director effective May 27,
2011. Hildebrandt brings more than 20 years
experience in communications and marketing
and 15 years of experience in association
management. He feels this position is a "once in a lifetime
opportunity."

~-----------,-------------!
'77 Susan (Herbert) Verhulst,
BA, is a contributing author for
"Fundamentals of Human Resource
Management, 10th Edition" by
John Wiley Publishing and will be a
co-author for the 11th edition. She
lives in Urbandale.
'78 Laurene (McClintock) Lanich,
BA, EdD '09, of Marion, is the
new associate superintendent of
teaching and learning for the West
Des Moines Community School
District effective 06/01/2011.

1980s
'80 Diane (Chapman) Lloyd, BA,

is now the head athletic trainer at
Andrews High School. She lives in
Andrews, TX.
'80 Janice (Blockhus)
Segerstrom, BA, MA '89,
completed her 30th year of
teaching in public education.
Janice is currently employed as an
instructional technology facilitator
for Teton County School District #1,
Jackson, WY.
'81 Linda Ireland, BA, is a
freelance writer, editor and artist.
She published a book in 2010
called "Becoming Real Parents in
an Unreal World: Guiding Children
in a Global Society." She lives in
Waterloo.
'81 Thomas Lammers, MA, now
assoc. prof. plant taxonomy &
herbarium curator at OW-Oshkosh,
was asked to help identify a
Hawaiian plant species thought to
be extinct on the island of Hawaii.
Lammers identified the plant as
Clermontia peleana singulijlora, a
species last seen on the island in
1909 and last collected in East Maui
in 1920.
'82 Sue (Billmyer) Murphy, BA,
of Cresco, became the business
manager/board secretary at the
Howard-Winneshiek Community
School District in July 2010.
'83 Sheralyn (Meddock) Bennett,
BA, of Zumbrota, MN, received her
Doctor of Physical Therapy from the
College of St. Scholastica, Duluth,
MN, in May 2011.

f-alt'2011

'83 Elizabeth (Brooks) Michael,
BA, moved from Jacksonville, FL,
to Nashville, TN, in 10/2010. She
joined the Tennessee Department
of Transportation as a contract
compliance officer in the Civil
Rights Office, Small Business
Development Program.
'83 Dennis Edwards, BA, of
Raleigh, NC, president and CEO of
the Greater Raleigh Convention
and Visitors Bureau, has been
nominated to serve on the ASAE
board of directors as well as the
ASAE Foundation Board.
'83 Gary Swanson, BA, of Concord,
NC, named supervisor of baseball
umpires for the Charlotte, NC,
metro area.
6 '85 Diane (Crane) Bridgewater,
BA, PhD '11, was promoted to

executive vice president-chief
financial and administrative
officer for LCS in Des Moines.
LCS is the leading developer,
manager and planner of senior
living communities. She lives in
Johnston.
'85 Beverly Havlik, BA, assumed
command of the 420-foot US Coast
Guard Cutter Healy at a change of
command ceremony 4/ 29/ 2011 in
San Francisco. The Coast Guard's
largest cutter, Healy is a polar
icebreaker and conducts a wide
range of Arctic research. Capt.
Havlik, formerly District Five chief
of planning and force readiness
division in Portsmouth, VA, is a
native of Nashua.
'85 Debra (Gordon) Hedden, MA,
EdD '97, is associate professor of
music education and music therapy
at the University of Kansas. She
was recently selected as the 2011
recipient of the Byron Shutz Award
for Excellence in Teaching. She
lives in Lawrence, KS.
'85 Jeff Quint, BA, is owner of
Cedar Ridge Vineyards, Winery &
Distillery in Swisher. Cedar Ridge
bourbon whiskey was awarded
the gold medal at the annual San
Francisco World Spirits Competition
in March 2011 in the small batch
bourbon (10 years & younger)
category.

6 '85 Julia (Wood) Stoll, BA,

works for State Farm Insurance and
won the Central Zone Volunteer
of the Year Award. She lives in
Overland Park, KS.
'88 Curtis Mann, BA, of Clive, is a
paramedic and firefighter with the
city of Des Moines.
'88 Bob Nielson, MA, athletic dir.
& head football coach, Univ. of MN-

Duluth, received Liberty Mutual's
NCAA Division II 2010 Coach of the
Year Award on 1/ 11/ 2011, and was
named Division II 2010 Coach of
the Year by the American Football
Coaches Association (AFCA). AFCA
winners are selected by a vote of
active AFCA coaches at 4-yr schools
in their division, and is considered
the oldest and most prestigious of
all coach of the year awards.
'88 Scott Williams, BA, of

Brentwood, TN, is director of
marketing at Golden Triangle
Specialty Network effective
01/01/2011.
'89 Anne (Jackson) Jaeckel,
MM, currently serves as band and
choir director at Wayne Community
Schools. Anne resides in Corydon
with her husband Eric Jaeckel,
MA'87.
'89 Kerri (Loewenstein) Miene,
BA, Irving, TX, has been with State
Farm Insurance 21 years and has
owned her own insurance and
financial services agency seven
years. She was recently voted Best
Insurance Agency in Irving and
was recognized as a Free Enterprise
Honoree by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce.

19905
'90 Evan Amdahl, BA,
International Falls, MN, is head
coach of Rainy River Community
College women's hockey team that
won the 2011 ACHA Women's D2
National Championship on March
13 in Kalamazoo, MI, Rainy River's
third national championship in the
last four years.
'90 Carrie (Funk) Taylor, BA, of

Evansdale, is K-8 ELP educator for
Waterloo Community Schools.
'91 Jon Harmsen, BA, of
Urbandale, was promoted to
executive vice president and
chief operating officer ofNellis
Management Company. He has also
been chief financial officer since
2001.
'91 Jane (Fowler) Wagner, BA,
Dunkerton, retired 1/ 1/2010 from
the Black Hawk County Sheriff's
Office after 15 years as a deputy
sheriff and joined Hawkeye
Community College as an instructor
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Videographer joins ME&V
Jay Ratcliff, BA '94, has joined ME&V as a
videographer. Ratcliff has more than eight years
oflocal and national experience producing films
and award-winning TV ads. Prior to joining
ME&V, Ratcliff was a freelance producer in Los
Angeles and a videographer for another local
.&1.~~~:lll advertising agency in Cedar Falls. Ratcliff earned
his bachelor's degree in film production at UNI, and his master's
degree in videography from the University of Southern
California.

L-----------.---------------'I
in the criminal justice program,
where she revised the police
science curriculum and wrote the
new forensic science technician
program curriculum. July 1, 2011,
she was named dir. of the ILEA
Basic Level II Academy and ROTC
coora. at HCC.
~ '92 Elizabeth Cox, BA, of Keizer,

OR, recently accepted the position
of director of communications
and research with the Oregon
Department of Community Colleges
and Workforce Development.
~ '92 Jason Follett, BA, of Ankeny,

2010-2011 Grand Knight of the Msgr.
J.M. Hanson Council 5038 of the
Knights of Columbus, was named
the 2011 Iowa Knights of Columbus
Co-Grand Knight of the Year.
'93 Katrisha (Taylor) Heidemann,
BA, of Des Moines, is working on
her BSN (nursing) at Grand View
University in Des Moines.
'93 Chad Morton, BA, was hired
at Wells Fargo as a loan servicing
specialist on 10/20/2010. He lives
in Boone.
'93 Christopher Thiel, BA, San
Antonio, TX, is now executive VP &
CFO at Alterman, Inc.
'94 Shannon Risk, BA, reports
her new work of fiction, "The
Madame," was published by Publish
America in summer 2011. They also
published her book, "Pirate Shirt
Dot Corn" in December 2006.
'96 Beth (Graff) Pattschull,

BA, became a consultant in early

childhood special education for
the Des Moines Public Schools. She
lives in Urbandale.
'99 Melinda (Lewis) Walton, BA,
Cedar Falls, moved to Harrisonburg,
VA, with husband John Hulsey.

2000s

seven years, is now working as an
assistant director of international
programs at UNI and is working on
her PhD.
'01 Kathleen (Cameron) Melago,
MM, Cranberry Township, PA, is
currently on the music faculty at
Slippery Rock University, and also
teaches at Community College of
Allegheny County. She earned her
DMA in flute performance at The
Ohio State University.
'01 Carolyn (Hoard) Sween, BA, of
Waterloo, works for the Community
Foundation and is involved in
Toastmasters.
'02 Sean Grant, BA, of Waterloo,
passed the CPA in 2003 and began
working for Gary L. Karr, CPA. On
6/1/2007, he and a partner bought
the firm, now known as Grant &
Schindel CPAs, Inc.

..

'00 Sarah (Bingaman) Schwartz,
BA, and her family recently
relocated to Dayton, OH.
'00 Nicole (Tremel) Juranek,
BA, MA '04, of Omaha, NE, is an
assistant professor and program
chair of the communication studies
department at Iowa Western
Community College.
'00 Amanda Schroder, BA,
currently serves as the events
and individual gifts manager at
MacPhail Center for Music. She
resides in Minneapolis, MN.
'00 Sara White, BA, of Postville,

completed national certification
as an EMT-Bin April 2011, and
is serving on the volunteer
ambulance service in Postville.
She continues to work as a PTA
at Veterans Memorial Hospital in
Waukon and as an administrative
assistant at Postville Medical Clinic.
'01 Teri (Martin) Bowlin, BA,
ofNewton, has been the PreK-8
principal at Lynnville-Sully CSD
since 2008.
'01 Nadia Korobova, MPP,

Waterloo, after being employed at
Hawkeye Community College for

'02 ChyYl (Ritz) Meller, BA

is the new development and
communications director for the
YMCA of Black Hawk County in
Waterloo.
'02 Angela Wittmer, BA, of

Independence, is now school
counselor at Holmes Junior High
School in Cedar Falls.
'03 Allysa (Koch) Billhorn, BA,
works for the HON Company in
Muscatine. She lives in Wilton.
'03, Kelly (Fenton) Coleman, BA,

of Urbandale/ was selected to travel
to Germany in summer 2011 by the
Transatlantic Outreach Program.
'03 Pat Gibney, BS, finished his

PhD at the University of Texas
Graduate School of Biomedical
Sciences at Houston and will pursue
post-doc at Princeton with David
Botstein, PhD, in Sept. 2011. Pat's
thesis was entitled "The Eukaryotic
Cellular Stress.Jlesponse:
Biochemical And Genetic Analyses
In Saccharornyces Cerevisiae."
'03 Allison (Hasselbrink) Griesel,

BM, of Glendale, AZ, is teaching
K-5 general music and show choir
at Verrado Elementary School in
Buckeye, AZ.

Panther sightings in the Rockies
While hiking on Deer Mountain in Colorado's Rocky Mountain National Park, UNI
Today editor Melissa Barber, BA '98, got two Panther shout-outs within five '
minutes when they saw her UNI
hat. "The park is huge, with more
than 350 miles of trails, so it was a
fun coincidence to have this many
t._,••.-..~· l on same
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Panther pride flies high
Discovered in the tiny, beachfront Sog~Dollar Bar on Jost Van
Dyke in the British Virgin Islands, this Panther flag tellsthe tale
of three former UNI football players and their favorite vacation
destination. The group inciudJ!S Joe Judge, BA '93, & his wife,
PatriciarBA' 2; ~ Chril Nuss, BA '9 , & hia wife, Jodi, BA'
93; and Rob McCbmas, BA '91 and is wife, Anna. "We'verbeen
going there a number of years togetner, ana decided they should
be flying the purple and gold;' said Judge. "We like to leave our
mark," agreed Nuss. The group hung the flag in 2010, and are looking forward to 2012 w en they
plan to return to the Virgin Islands and their favorite spot at the Soggy Dollar.
Do you know of other UNI memorabilia that has found its way to exotic locales? Share the
story with us at unitoday@uni.edu!
'03 Hannah Haarhues-Casey,
BA, MA '11 , former life science
teacher at Riverside High School,
and spouse, Adam, will move to
Brisbane, Australia, in summer
2011, where she hopes to teach
biology and chemistry when the
school year begins in February.
'03 Robyn (Richardson) King,
BFA, Knoxville, is photographer &
owner of Studio 92 Photography,
which opened 5/1/ 2011.
King specializes in weddings,
senior photos and special event
photography.
'03 Gregory Piklapp, BA, of Boone,
is the VP of sales at Simplified
Benefit Solutions in Ames. He is
also serving his second year on the
city council and was just appointed
to serve on the Iowa League of
Cities Legislative Policy Board.
'04 Joshua Bey, BA, & Sarah
(Clemens) Bey, BA '05, Cedar

Falls, invented a hitch-mounted
sign rack for realtors.
'05 Ella (Hoff) Bowers, BA,

MA '07 , works at the University
of Nebraska Medical Center as
a nursing advisor. She lives in
Omaha, NE.
'06 Christian Anderson, BM, has
performed with the Wisconsin
Philharmonic and the Milwaukee
Symphony, and taught at Blue Lake
Fine Arts Camp in summer 2010.
In fall 2010, Christian was offered
a position as principal trumpet of
the Beijing Symphony Orchestra.
He currently lives in Chicago where
he often enjoys performing as
sub with the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra.
'06 Thomas Cavanagh, BA, ofDes
Moines, completed the necessary
studies and testing to become a
licensed registered investment
banker representative with StillPoint
Capital, LLC. , a licensed broker/
dealer located in Charlotte, NC.
'06 Karl Goldsmith, BA, of Grimes,
earned MA in teaching in 2009 from
Iowa State University.
'06 Becky Groshens, BA, PSM '08,

i=a/i2011

accepted a permanent full-time
position with Nebraska Dept. of
Nat. Resources (NDNR). Her main
responsibilities are to help plan
and carry out floodplain mapping
projects.
'06 Craig Woelber, BA, is bass
guitar player for the band Salient
in the Nashville area. Salient and
DBD Advertising won a Silver
Addy Award on 2/ 19/ 2011 in the
Elements of Advertising: Music
with Lyrics category for "I Won't
Let It Go". The band performed
a 45-minute acoustic set to kick
off the Nashville Addy Awards
Ceremony.
'07 Amanda (Hanson) Anesi, BA,
has worked for Foster's Inc. for the
past year as accounting manager.
She lives in Cedar Falls.
'07 Laura (Delperdang) Deffer,
BA, Overland Park, KS , teaches
math at Blue Valley Northwest High
School.
'07 Amelia Fink, BA, has been
promoted to associate buyer after
joining Foster's Inc. in 2007 as a
marketing specialist. She lives in
Shell Rock.
'07 Lee (Trebbien) Goldsmith,
BA, of Grimes, earned MS in
horticulture in 2009 from Iowa
State University.
'07 Daniel Phillips, BA, Cedar
Falls, earned the certified
professional photographer
designation from the Professional
Photographic Certification
Commission. Phillips is 1 of 70 to
earn the CPP in Iowa.
'07 Paul Rosenboom, BA, was
promoted to asset manager in
Midland Loan Services' Real Estate
Solutions Dept. He resides in
Kansas City, MO.
'07 Doug Smith, BA, worked for

IKON Office Solutions for 3 1/ 2
years and is now working for Bishop
Street Commercial. He lives in
Honolulu, HI.
'08 Amy (Whitehead)
Hospodarsky, BA, of Tiffin, is
director of member services at

the Iowa City Area Chamber of
Commerce.
'08 Geoff Juza, BA, of Waterloo,
is working for McGladrey & Pullen
as a CPA.

'09 Dustin Albrecht, BS, of
Readlyn, completed his MS in
biochemistry at Iowa State in
spring 2011.
'09 Sarah Fielitz, BA, is the trade
marketing analyst for Bellisio Foods
Co., headquartered in downtown
Minneapolis, MN. She lives in
Morristown, MN.
'09 Katie Sandbulte, MA, moved to
Tulsa, OK in April 2010, where she is
employed at St. John's Hospital as
office medical assistant and nurse.
She is also an aquatics fitness
instructor at St. John's Health Club.
'09 Drew Van Woert, BA, West Des
Moines, UNI TC Mascot '05-'09,
was promoted to casualty claims
adjuster with American Family
Insurance. He completed his
associate in general insurance,
insurance svcs., and personal
insurance with the American
Institute for CPCU.
'09 Amanda Wilson BA, completed
her MS in student affairs in higher
education at Miami University in
May 2011. She currently works
as a career advisor/ international
student specialist at the University
of Iowa Pomerantz Career Center.

2010
'10 Courtney Althoff, BA, Walford,
is campaign coordinator for
Yellowbook USA. She does search
engine marketing for Google and
Yahoo. She is Google Adwords
certified and creates the sponsored
links that are seen at the top and
right-hand side of the major search
engines.
'10 Elizabeth Deppe, BA, is
serving as a Peace Corps volunteer
in St. Vincent, an island in the
Eastern Caribbean. She is working
at a secondary school in the areas
of art and literacy and has recently
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become partnered with Hands
Across t he Sea, an organization
that provides schools in the Eastern
Caribbean with books and art
supplies. She is from Ames.
' 10 Erica Drown, BA, of Cedar
Rapids, has joined the HON
Company in Muscatine as a sales &
marketing specialist.
' 10 Charlene (Johnson) Junge,
BA, and her husband, Eric Junge,
BA ' 10, bought a home in Cedar
Falls.
'10 Molly (Steffen) Juza, BA, of
Waterloo, was just named Waterloo
Columbus High School's 2011
Teacher of the Year.
' 10 Cassandra Loecke, BA, of

Dyersville, joined Hubbell Realty
in West Des Moines as the manager
of commercial marketing effective
6/ 06/ 2011.
' 10 Jenna Martens, BA, of Conroy,

is an insurance agent for Bankers
Life & Casualty in Cedar Falls.
' 10 Crystal Miller, BA, of Waverly,

is a recruiter with TEK Systems in
Des Moines.
' 10 Chelsey Schlomann, BA, of
Waterloo, is supply management
planner for the Experimental Parts
Procurement Group at John Deere
PEC.
' 10 Luke Schoonover, BA, of
Waterloo, has secured an outside
sales position with Fastenal. whose
home branch is in Marshalltown.

Marriages
Chad Morton, BA ' 93, married Sara
Wagner Morton.
Cheryl Ritz Meller, BA '02, married
Dustin Meller.

Ella Hoff Bowers, BA '05, MA '07,
married Jay Bowers.
Laura Delperdang Deffer, BA ' 07 ,
married Nicholas Deffer on March
19, 2011.

Jeanna Sheedy Kakavas, BA '08,
MA ' 10, married Daniel Kakavas,
BA '08, on June 4, 2011.

Chad Morton, BA '93, & Sara
Morton, Boone, daughter Jenna
Nicole born 4/ 9/ 2009 .
Christopher Thiel, BA '93, &
Jennifer Thiel. San Antonio, TX, son
Noah born March 2011.
Terri (Lake) Hogan, BA '97 , &
Eric Hogan, of Ankeny, daughter
Reagan born 8/ 9/ 10.

't:P Dustin Heintz, BA '98, & wife
Nancy Blum, Tallahassee, FL,
daughter Stella Ingrid Rose Heintz
born 10/ 13/ 2010.

Brian Kegler, BA '98, & Kaci
Kegler, Broken Arrow, OK, son
Nolan Daniel born 4/ 12/ 2010.
Mitchell Hoffman, BA '99, &
Brandi (Broshar) Hoffman,
BA '99, of West Saint Paul. MN,
daughter Hannah Jane born
6/ 08/ 2011.

Melinda (Lewis) Walton, BA
'99 , & husband John Hulsey, of
Harrisonburg, VA, son Luca born
December 2010.
Sarah Bingaman Schwartz, BA
'00, & Lane Schwartz, Dayton, OH,
son Jack Thomas born 4/ 30/ 2010.
Nicole Tremel Juranek, BA '00,
MA '04, & Andrew Juranek, Omaha,
NE, son Owen born April 2011.
Michelle Sitzman Midthus, BA
'01, & Brian Midthus, BA '00,
Cresco, adopted daughter Madison
Rhae, born 1/ 23/ 2011 ; adopted
2/ 25/ 2011.

Allison (Cink) Rickels, BA '01,
& Nick Rickels, Kansas City, MO,
daughter Delaney born 3/ 28/ 2011.
Andrea (Lane) Schoenbeck, BA
'01, & Jason Schoenbeck, Cedar
Rapids, son Thomas Jason born
10/ 14/ 2010.

Jocelyn (Hays) Benson, BA '03,
MA '08, & Justin Benson, Chatfield,
MN, twin boys, Asher and Malachi
born 05/ 04/ 2010.

Neal Brown, Phoenix, AZ, daughter
Kinzie Kay, born 02/ 17/2010.

Allison (Hasselbrink) Griese!, BM
'03 , & Andrew Griese!. of Glendale,
AZ, daughter Brinkley born
2/12/ 2010.

Carson Hattel, BA '03, & Lisa
(Griffin) Hattel, BA '03 , Johnston,
daughter Addison Jeannette born
6/ 01/ 2011, 8 lbs, 19.5 in.
Ann (Walkup) Schlapia, BS '03,
& Darin Schlapia, Clearfield, son
Adrian Dale born 3/ 17/ 2011.
I
I

Deaths

Evelyn Josephine (McDonald)
Simmons, 2-yr Cert. '42, Oxon
Hill, MD, died 10/ 23/ 2010.
Floyd Oglesby, BA ' 50, of Grand
Rapids, MI, died 10/ 15l 2010.
Charles Sawyer.J!A '50, San Diego,
CA, died 2/ 26/ 2011.
William Bowersox, BA ' 52 ,
Franklin, TN, died 02/ 14/ 2011.
Lauretta (Brunsvold) Graetz,
BA ' 57 , Burnsville, MN, died
6/ 10/ 2011.

James Mooney, BA ' 57 , Cedar
Rapids, died 04/ 15/ 2011.
Wayne Tjelmeland, BA '62 , MA
'63 , died 4/ 15/ 2010.
James Kline, BA '64, MA '72 ,
Perry, died 11/ 27/ 2010.
Anna Lynn (Baas) Casey, BA '98,
of Algona, died 6/ 14/ 2011.
Correction
The UNI Today incorrectly identified
William Broderick, BA '53 as
deceased in the spring 2011 issue.
He is alive and well in San Diego,
CA. We sincerely apologize for the
error.

Allysa (Koch) Billhorn, BA '03,
& Sheridan Billhorn, Wilton,
daughter Taylor Nicole born
3/ 25/ 2011.

Abby (Moore) Brown, BA '03 , &

Whitney Sebert Moss, BA '08,
married Ryan Moss, BA '08.
Emily Ball Russ, BA '08, married
John Russ, BA '08.
Charlene Johnson Junge, BA ' 10,
married Eric Junge, BA '10.

Births
Richard McNamara, BA '91 , &
Nancy (Barton) McNamara,
BA '91, of Minneapolis, MN, son
Alexander John McNamara born
3/ 7/ 2011.
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ROTC alumnus falls in Iraq
't:PCaptain Matthew G. Nielson, B.A. '08, died June 29 , 2011
in Badrah, Iraq of wounds sustained when enemy forces
attacked his unit with indirect fire. Nielson was an armor
officer serving as part of Operation New Dawn with the U.S.
Army's 2nd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment from Fort
Hood, Texas. He was 27and a Lifetime Member of the Alumni
Association.
His awards include an Army Achievement Medal, Iraqi
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,
National Defense Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas
Service Ribbon and Air Assault Badge.
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Upcoming Events
September
10

14
24
24
29

UNI Panther Tailgate at
Nacogdoches, Texas
Stephen F. Austin Game
Regents Happy Hour
Des Moines
Breakfast with TC
UNI
Family Weekend
UNI
Kansas City Area Alumni Social
Overland Park, KS

October
8

7-8

18

Homecoming
African-American Alumni Reunion
2001 Football Team Reunion
Wrestling Alumni Reunion
Regents Luncheon

UNI
UNI
UNI
UNI
Des Moines

(

November
8
9
12

Polar Bare Run, Walk and Roll
Regents Happy Hour
Heritage Honours Award Presentation

UNI
Des Moines
UNI

Every Friday is Panther Friday!
UNIAA calendar of events and event details at www.unialum.org/ calendar

International Tours
The Alumni Association has partnered with Go Next to offer several international
destination tours each year. Discover some of the world's most exciting destinations
or cruise the seas to the most alluring ports of call. The choice is yours! Looking for a
particular trip and don't see it on our list of offerings? Go Next would be happy to try to
accommodate your needs. Please feel free to contact them at 800-842-9023 and reference
that you are with the University of Northern Iowa. They will do their best to take care of
our loyal Panther travelers!
Upcoming tours

Paris - April 25, 2012 • European Mosaic - June 16, 2012
Norwegian Fjords -August 30, 2012 • Aegean Marvels - Oct 31, 2012
For more information, visit www.unialum.org/ alumni-travel-program.
If you want to be added to the mailing list for our tours,
please email info@unialum.org.

University of Northern Iowa

~IWJ'
1012 W. 23rd Street
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50614
Is this person no longer at
this address? Let us know,
so we can keep them in touch with
their classmates and peers! E-mail
info@unialum.org or call
888-UNI ALUM.

In the 40s, married
student housing
consisted of Quonset
huts and barracks-style
buildings. Read more
about life in Sunset
Village on pg. 10.
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